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Autumn Seminar on Friday 15 October 2010 at the Institution of Structural Engineers
11 Upper Belgrave Street, London SW1
Agenda

9.00 am
Arrival and Coffee

9.30 am
i)
Chairman's Opening Address


                Barry Ayres


ii)
Minutes of Spring Seminar and Matters Arising
                George Furmanski

iii) Financial Report




Jaspal Sehmi




iv)
Steering Group Elections



All

10.00 am
Topical Structural Engineering Matters:

              Steve Davis / John Peck



Comparison of timber sizes between BS 5268 / EC5 



Building Control Structural Submissions

10.25 am
Technical Presentation:




John Keay



Introduction to EC7 – Best Value in the 


Harrison Geotechnical



Procurement of Site Investigations 



11.25 am
Coffee

11.45 am
Technical Presentation:




Jonathan Silver



Eurocodes Online – A demonstration


BSI

12.00 pm
Technical Presentation:




John Carpenter


Robustness – A review of the IStructE


SCOSS



Guidance document

1.00 pm
Declaration of Steering Group election results

All



Close
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MINUTES OF THE ASELB SPRING SEMINAR

HELD ON FRIDAY 23rd APRIL 2010

AT THE INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS

1.
PRESENT
1.1 20 Engineers from the member boroughs, 2 Honorary member, 3 guest speakers.

The attendance list is attached.

1.2 Apologies were received from Ray Aldrich (Barking and Dagenham), Mark Pundsack (City of London), Peter Hackley (Hillingdon), Anne Sexton (Kensington and Chelsea), Chris Rajaratnam (Honorary Member).

2.
CHAIRMAN'S OPENING ADDRESS
2.1 Chairman (Barry Ayres – Bromley) introduced himself and welcomed members, associate members and the guest speakers. He then read through the agenda for the seminar.

Chairman informed the meeting that the Steering Group have granted Honorary Membership to David Rumsey who represented Ealing for many years and is a past Chairman of ASELB.

Chairman informed the meeting of the sad news that Niranjan Sehmi, a past Treasurer of ASELB, passed away suddenly on 23rd March 2010. Niranjan started his career as an assistant structural engineer with Redbridge Council in 1971. After gaining Structures membership in 1975 he started his own practice in Kenya. He returned twelve years later to work for Newham and finally for Barnet where he progressed to become Chief Structural Engineer. He was well respected by all his work colleagues and ASELB members and will be remembered for his friendly and helpful nature.

3.
MINUTES OF THE AUTUMN SEMINAR HELD ON 16th OCTOBER 2009

3.1
The minutes having been previously issued to all members were taken as read and were accepted as a true and accurate record of the meeting.

3.2
Matters Arising :-

3.2.1
Item 3.2.2 – Communities and Local Government has written to all Chief Executives and Heads of Building Control informing them that structural design British Standards have been replaced with structural Eurocodes from 31/3/2010.

Steve Davis (Enfield) handed out two articles on the new Eurocodes, one from RIBA and the other from National Building Standards (NBS).

3.2.2
Item 3.2.1 - The Environment Agency is collating data from last year to update the Management of the London Basin Chalk Aquifer. The information will be available on their web site from early June.

3.2.3. TRADA’s excellent presentation on EC5 is now available as a download on the web site.

4.
FINANCIAL REPORT

The Treasurer, Jaspal Sehmi (Newham), reported as follows :–

Current Account Balance

On last statement dated 31st March 2010 there was £2,234.21 in the bank. Since then £265 has been deposited making the current credit balance £2,499.21.

2010 Annual Subscriptions

It was agreed by the Steering Group to increase the annual subscription by £10 to £80 per borough. This is to reflect the increased cost of room hire and use of the projector.

25 invoices have been issued of which ten payments are still outstanding.

Outstanding payments due

There are no outstanding payments to be made.

5.
TECHNICAL PRESENTATIONS

Topic
-
Practical structural matters

Speakers -
Steve Davis (Enfield) and John Peck (Havering)

1.
Collapse of large panel structure buildings during demolition

Steve Davis handed out copies of ASELB News Bulletin PSE/NB/01/2 which gives details from a CROSS newsletter of the partial collapse of three thirteen storey large panel structure tower blocks during demolition in 2009/2010. Photographs show the collapses have left almost clean shear planes at wall panel/floor slab connections, all very similar to the Ronan Point collapse.

2.
Canopy collapse at a Central Bedfordshire school.

Steve Davies handed out copies of ASELB News Bulletin PSE/NB/03 which gives details of the collapse of a cantilevered canopy during the bad weather conditions just before Christmas 2009.

3.
Balcony collapse at Southampton block of flats

Steve Davies handed out copies of ASELB News Bulletin PSE/NB/02 which gives details of the collapse of a large balcony to a block of flats in Southampton in March 2010.

4.
Steel baseplate site construction practice

Steve Davies handed out copies of ASELB Site Practices note PSE/SP/01 which shows photographs taken on an Enfield school site of a steel column baseplate which has steel wedges driven into the concrete bolt holes to move the position of the baseplate. The wedges were subsequently removed and the steelwork levelled and aligned using steel shims beneath the baseplate.

5.
LDSA guidance note for the design of straight shafted bored piles in London Clay.

John Peck gave a review of this newly revised document. The main changes from the first edition is the alpha factor now has a maximum value of 0.5 (previously 0.6) and the safety factors quoted can only be used if a desk study and ground investigation are carried out prior to design.

6.
TECHNICAL PRESENTATIONS

Topic 
-
Concrete design to EC2
Speaker -
Jenny Burridge – The Concrete Centre
The speaker started by reminding everyone there are ten new Eurocodes (EC) with concrete design needing EC0, 1, 2, and 7.  Each EC has a National Annex which provides

· Values of Nationally Determined Parameters

· The decision where main text allows alternatives

· The choice to adopt informative annexes

· Non-contradictory complimentary information

EC1 has ten parts, RC weight is now 25KN/m3, mass concrete is 24 KN/m3, BS6399 loads are used in the UK National Annex.

EC2 has four parts, Part 1.1 General rule for structures, Part 1.2 Structural Fire Design, Part 2 Bridges, Part 3 Liquid retaining structures.

Bending design is similar to BS8110, shear design is different and leads to less shear links than with BS8110. Column buckling calculations have changed.

Many publications are available to assist using EC2 :-

Concise Eurocode 2,  “How to” compendium,  RC spreadsheets,  Worked examples Part 1,  ECFE – scheme sizing,  Properties of concrete,  www.eurocode2.,  TCC courses – max. 2 day course for building designers.

ISE detailing manual and green book both updated

A worked example would be placed on the ASELB web site.

Topic
  -
The 2012 Olympic Velodrome

Speaker -
Andrew Weir – Expedition Engineering

His firm had won the design competition held for a Velopark with a legacy aspect comprising Velodrome, BMX course, mountain track course, road circuit.

The main Velodrome has a 6,000 seating capacity, 12,500m2 cable roof area.

The speaker gave an interesting talk on the design and construction of this building highlighting in the follow-on question and answer session how construction tolerances were catered for in the perimeter anchorage points of the individual cables and in the connection shoes where the corners of the timber roof panels were supported.

Topic
  -
Eurocodes

Speaker -
Jonathan Silver – BSI publications manager

The speaker gave an update of the current position and the training programmes BSI offer. Eurocodes went live on 31/3/2010, 58 BS EN Structural Eurocodes, 47 UK National Annexes and 9 Published Documents. BSI are setting up an online service where you can pull up and choose any EC, NA, Clause, etc required for design using Eurocodes.

7.
CHAIRMAN'S CLOSING REMARKS

Chairman advised members the Autumn seminar will be held on 15th October 2010 with proposed technical presentations on robustness and Eurocode EC7 (Geotechnical).

Chairman thanked the guest speakers for their excellent presentations. He also thanked the Steering Group for organising this seminar and thanked all present for attending.
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